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Abstract
In this paper, I considered the historical change of honorifics, according to the strategy
of expressions.
From an etymological point of view, the original meaning of the subject honorifics was
“giving something from a higher person to a lower person” but not the subject honorific itself.
Later, new forms that implied the strategy of indirect descriptions became the subject
honorifics ; at the same time, expressions which meant “receiving a benefit” were also used as
some subject honorifics.
The polite style forms #hearer honorifics$ originally meant that the speaker was subject
to the higher person. Namely, the expression of being under a higher person changed to the
heareroriented polite form as a style marker. In this grammaticalization to the polite form,
it was very important that protopolite forms were verbs mean “being” which were used in
the text many times.
     
%& '()*+
,-./0 123& 45 678 19:;
<+=>?@*AB+
.C& DE
6FG8 '%5HI& 6FJKG8 6FLKM8






_Y%& 123& kl+=>W& 6m8
	 6n8 o19:pq*rs& t
'j.9*9_11uvUw^1x2^0
y	'& _:j.zV1{|j./}E
%& ~ 6FG8 +9.& 9












'^CUw^0 UC& Traugott &
Dasher #$    %& h¡¢£ 6S
¤NM8 W& ¥¦& y	'%& §¨©ª
The Historical Change of Japanese Honor-
ific Forms from the Viewpoint of Grammati-
calization









6' 789(:- ;" <=>




















sI? 	I?t]NFG?  6
];0cS*YI? 	B?t]N

























c ~"I?'  




. O c  3
X.
;
.  A @ 












 # X4 3f¦6'-6 t4§








-' 3  6"}I?ab
hS"' ©abqu)X#
c 	  6O(opK])#
²N 	 6]Sh ³´µ 6tP
	  ' d)(;"¬F- 
()f¶OP:-#(ASX




    
 	
 !"#$%&
' () *+  ,-./0
.    ,- 0	
.1203.4	
	 
















 .	 7 "
RS
6




































/&  	j  


















 WX #! .Sz W 
2+#)xd#12 +#1




















 ;  




























:; %&'<) =. >?6	
 ') @A %&'<) =. 
>? BC D@E FG/ !
C;H"#1 I$D
% &JK'(GL)M"




 '11 +U $V2
) 
W3X	 " I
$ %AY BZ C([=. P,
4  \%AY B] C^=. _5
XR6` aP,/  b

 %Pcdefg ". 7
h 9@)6i	
 89j:k/l;9<=>m?2@





 }2 %9. 6 ~V
 WXXQ)6	 H2 C
+= \Y0R6 %pq.  %l
;=>m?2@nAB<"
.
 %:k. ` _$R 'Y
q)  %9. CQ"	 Q2 *
Z \%pq.  %snA.  %:k.` 

 %$R.  %9.  6 b
4 %[\ 2 X vHA











%&+,-. 	 %+UYd8. 
6 +Uq^X68




; %&'<) =.  +O1Z
 @ 5XRfqdg
;8	






Z=. %m&(=. %m&=.  %m.
2k> ' ¡)  %











f %m&(=. 2  '
61 %=. ;6 ±


























































































































































 @*F	 + + @C G
H/+C   !"	IJ1	563.
;AKL/ 	563+E
#+ M @N+ O PC 
A2








Q YTF	 Z[\]  
#I
 +e/&R/2 U 'fg	
 hij&Ikl9	 >





 @opj&qrDC sj t&uv.
S	wtwUx2 t?5,yz









t  + #M, 
A!"	I  	563.T
E#+ ,zA2 ,	0 

#I +KL/&R/ /0, 
Z[\] 1 I#;;<=9  
/0E#d/UU{A V'&R2
 M Aj /'f y0
S/2  /0	 ,	TF	 Z[\]
+ (#IJ +	 tR
S/ U 'f g	








,R Z[\] 1 ySyS 
A&'j&(.US	AU
, 2 t&Rf k	 ¡
+  /0 ¢cE#deA
U £)tR2 ¤¥ @C  F	 [
\] /













+*# ¢° ¦'  /0±#.
// Ak	§¨#+°/2
,	,  y	k 
	'§¨
./ .61)./, 1*t
R,  yR :	
,K./ 
3+.6	E1*











	   	 !"#
$%& ' 	
()*+,	 -.
,/, 012345 	 !67& !




$%& ' 	  BC=!D
+E 012345 ,/	
9:; 	  BC!D
+E 012345 ,/,>
=? F@C	 9:;




45  	 ()*+,	 !)
*,/,,>M






015 _ 02`B5 ,3,/









y;	 >A)	 012345 	 z{g
|<+t	 !:O,	 =>.
,/,	 01}nk
e?@5 M =>. 	 0~5 0
5 02V5 ,AB'FV< 
01}nk e?@5 	 *B' 
012345 ,/,>+J
0}nk @5 !D/eDC
+J DM	 0}nk e?
@5 	 ,
/	 @	 01}nk e
?@5  	 AB'.,/
,>F, 	 /E
FGM
Q	 HQ 	 012345 =IH
+LF"CJK )\	
012345 * 0L=5 ,
+LF 01k k
	 5 M	 N $%
|<J 4 	
0O5 	 JGP 05 Q




> 01kk5  	 9U/	
z{ 012345 Q+V	 E
	 IE ¡+C	 
,V >I ¡F, 	 Traugott
& Dasher   W X Y,
g|<+LF	 012345  01
kk5 ¢ZF, 	 	
[  ?J	 01kk5
 	 \] B^(M<%&,
>	 4+&_£>/	 J
`(]ab¤\, 01





0°±²o5 0°4²o5 0³´o5 µiM











  !"# $
 %%&'
()* +,  *







































()*! '{{`a 	 _
z _ * !f?	 
  A(()
D '(  (D G
z  
 *+(,-(







































x °( `a G 
(*#
 rG©G'9&E








'$ 12  $ _ 
 A( $ _z  











67 89: 8;9: <= >
?@AB* !C
 







#" F !   '#
R    !"#
'




Y7Z7 >[\ ]*.! 
 !.^_`/(]*





















l ! G/V9-yz& {l !
"#D !.M%WX&
K)S*	




    






























IJ 8: I-.KhJ <LdM
<NOP 8		
: 4."c*]
  iQK 3  8I4.
   J 4.¡¢:
£RS¤ 8		: I¥.¦§.¡J T
U
¨©V 8		: 4.-.5"c 
8Iª«¬.J   <­®:
¨©V 8		
: 4.-."c~1Wc 





¶c·9 8: r)-. 8I¸¹§.

-.J <­®:
¶ºd»¼ 8m : rB2%±
V I*N½J " 8I§..e
"ci("*4.-.GfKWgK 
   	

 	 





Traugott, E. C. and R. B. Dasher 	 Regu-






DEFGH2 \])+0^_ B `	a

